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(No initials ii you can possibly gee full name) 
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ZlT iYS^Q STAT E FkQglQA Z IP COD E 3^9^^ 



DATE OF 3I3.TH /] ? / # > / Q 'J (This is important and should be exact) 

7 7 

APPROXIMATE AGE 97/ 7 / £ 7 (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 



RELIGIOI- 



NATIONALITY (Citizen of) 



OCCUPATION 
EDUCATION 



HEIGHT 



RACE 



COLOR OF HAIR 



COLOR OF EYES 



ANY DISTINGUISHING PHYSICAL CHARACTERSTICS 
H0331ES OR SPECIAL INTERESTS 



MARRIED IAl SINGLE /" 

— r— — 



/ 



NAME 0? SPOUSE 



(Name, number, ages, if possible) 
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A - - 
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5. Reported to state agency 



3*1989 



2. 7ictim(s) statements 

3 . media reports 
4* legal proceedings ^Q\/ 1 
5* Offender's statement 
5. Official notific 
7. Pound quilry/innocent by court 
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GULF STREAM COUl^iL, INC. ^_ 

2935 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE NORTH • WEST PALM 8 EACH. FLORIDA 33407-4597 
(407) 844-0279 • FAX (407) 844-8573 



f rmeAMCQimcn.. 



December 3, L990 



Mr. Paul Ernst 
Registration Service 
3oy Scouts of America 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
P. 0. Box 152079 
Irving TX 75015-2079 



Dear Paul: 

Here is the latest update on James Scharf schwerdt- 
Any advice you may share with us is appreciated. 
Thank you for this consideration. 



Sincerely/ 




Tom Whittingslow 
Scout Executive 



cc: Jim Wilson, Southeast Region Director 
Don Sasser, Legal Counsel 
Ted Moffett 



Sen-tn? youth in Palm Beach. Martin, St. Lucie. Indian River. Okeechobee. Glades and Hendn- Counties. V-^^/ 

— ■ — — . Boy Scouts 

of America 
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Sex Charges Dropped 
in Deal With Ex-Cop 



By LINDA WILCOX 
PresWournai Staff Writer 

Two years after charging him with sexually mo- 
lesting five teen-age boys, the -state Thursday 
dropped ail remaining felony counts against, former 
Vero Beach police officer James Scharfschwerdt. 

As part of a plea bargain,, Scharfschwerdt, 33, 
pleaded no contest to a single count of battery. 

The battery charge stemmed from an incident on 
Oct. IS. 1988. when police officers placed a hidden mi- 
crophone on one of the alleged victims and sent him 
to Scharfschwerdt's home. 

Scharfschwerdt suspected the boy was wired and 
frisked him. The victim was not injured. 

Circuit Judge Paul 3, Kanarek round Scharfsch- 
werdt ^uitty of the first-degree misdemeanor and 
sentenced him to one year of probation, ordering him 
to forfeit his law enforcement certification perma- 
nently and oubmit :o mental health counseling. 

"I believe it's in my best interest." Scharfschwerdt 
said. "It's been a long two years. These allegations 
against me have taken their toll .... It's cost me my 
life." 

After court was recessed, he hugged his wife, shook 
his father's hand and said. "Let's go home." He* 
walked out to the applause of a crowd of friends and 
relatives. 

This is the end of the case." defense attorney Mi- 
cnael Brodsky said. 

P'ease See CHARGSS/2A 




PrMa-Joumai staff photo 6y .<«My CoiUnm 

Wanda Scharfschwerdt hugs her husband after ' 
the court session. 



Charges — 

Brodsky said as part of the plea 
agreement, negotiated over the 
past week, the state cannot refile 
any of the molestation charges. 

Assistant State Attorney Lynn 
Park said she dropped the remain- 
ing lewd and lascivious charges — 
four were disposed of when 
Scharfschwerdt was acquitted in a 
trial iast year — because it was in 
-the best interest of the victims. 
Two are reportedly undergoing 
psychological counseling. 

She also said there were prob- 
lems in the upcoming trial because 
•the victim couldn't remember if 
the alleged abuse happened in 1983 
3 or 1984. 

'N It would have been difficult to 
4'expiain why the victim didn't come 
j forward until last week to report 
fan alleged statement by Scharrsch- 

werdt admitting he needed* help. 

she said. 



-From Pg. 1 A- 



"I felt it strengthened our case, 
but the fact he only told me a few 
weeks before the trial ... they 
couid have hurt him badly on the 
stand." 1 

Vero Beach Police Capt. Ronald 
Bianton, the case detective, re- 
mains "100 percent convinced" of 
Scharfschwerdt's guilt " 

,4 I have no. doubt, in my mini? 
Bianton said. "He's a pedophile. " 
He'll always be a pedophile. He's 
not going to be cured.'* ' 

He noted the victim of the case 



tried last year suffered further 
abuse at the hands of peers who 
called him names like "queer" and 
"faggot'* and eventually dropped 
out of school. • 

Chief Jim Gabbard said he "cer- 
tainly was disappointed" at Thurs- 
day's outcome of the case. 

. "I have very strong feelings re- 
garding this case, but those opin-t 
ions just didn't prevail," he said! 
"I'm powerless to pursue it anyj 
further." 1 



Ad Directory 
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h and Wildlife Ser- 
ngered species list, 
names of 1,117 
from around the 

to study the role of 
} tests are a much 
diata* observations 
tesakL 

Fteridi*TbeFkw- 
te animal In 1982 



is convtntea ^ . 
cratic meddling. 

"I'm very happy the Fish and u*. 
doesn't plan to kick the Florida panther out bo*. . ,'» . 
always another administration" that might* said US. 1 
Rep.BfflMcColIurn,R-Florida. * \ 

"I think we need to amend the taw and make v*ry ! 
clear that the Florida panther Is a member of the endan- *. 
gered species list/* McColIum said, adding that he plana ; 
to introduce lust such a bill when Congret* cun v tufr lo - 
January. . : f ' 



State drops 




cop s 
I abuse charges 



BfTOftLOflQ 

Herald Staff WHt«r 

VERO BEACH — With their case 
starting to unravel, prosecutors 
dropped eight felony sex abuse, 
charges against a popular ex<op 
and scout leader Wednesday In 
exchange for a guilty plea of one 
misdemeanor. 

The action came during an 
unusual evening court hearing in 
• which James Scharfschwerdt, 33, 
pleaded no contest to a nonsex-re- 
lated misdemeanor charge of bat* 
tery. 

Scharfschwerdt, a former Vero 
Beach police officer and ex-deputy 
for the Indian River County Sheriff's 
Department, was immediately sen- 
tenced to a year of probation. 

As a stipulation of that probation, 
the 12-year veteran cop must give 
! up his police license forever and 
" must undergo a year of "stress 
I counseling," said Mike Brodsky, 
' Scharfschwerdt'a attorney — 
: "\ was innocent," an ebullient 
Scharfschwerdt said as he was 
mobbed by about two dozen sup- 
porters after the hearing. "I said so 
from the start, and this proves it." 

"It's gone, it's over/* the tearful 
Scharfschwerdt said as he hugged 
his pregnant wife, Wanda. 

"Good," his father answered. 

"Let's go home," the ex-officer 
called loudly as many of his friends 
broke into applause. 

One of the most talked-about 
criminal cases in Indian River 
County In the past two years had 
come to a surprise ending. It began 
wfth five alleged victims and 13 fel- 
ony sex charges. 

Assistant State Attorney Lynn 
Park said that changes in witnesses' 
testimony had begun to erode the 
credibility of the state's case. For 
example, the aJleged victim in one of 
the cases changed a key part of his 
Uory. He was "off by a year in the 
dales he first gave," Park said. 

It Is not that victims or other wit- 
nesses are not truthful. Park said. 
The problem was that the alleged 
crimes occurred as far back as 
1984, when most of the victims 
were 13 or 14 years old. Most of the 
alleged victims were not inter- 
viewed by authorities until perhaps 
four years after the alleged inci- 
dents. 

Park had taken Scharfschwerdt to 
trial in 1 989 and lost. Thr jury found 




GUILTY OF MISDEMEANOR: 

Other charges against James 
Scharfschwerdt dropped. 

him not guilty. 

— T be-, cases—against -Scharf- 
schwerdt had other problems. Park 
said. One of the remaining charge 
involves a youth who is under psy- 
chiatric treatment for unrelated 
problems, and one of the other vie* 
tims was not a strong witness, Park 
said. 

"Overall, wc assessed the case 
and decided this was best for every- 
one," she said. Path said she talked 
to several people involved in the 
case, including two of the three 
remaining victims, and they agree. 

Under the terms of an agreement 
approved by Circuit Judge Paul Katt- 
arek, Scharfschwerdt pleaded ro 
contest to misdemeanor battery on 
one of the victims that occurred the 
night Srhaifschwerdt was arrested 
in 1988. 

In their investigation, detectives 
had placed a hidden microphone and 
transmitter on a teen-age bor and 
sent him to Scharfschwerdt's house 
to sec if they could record him say- 
ing something incriminating. 

Scharfschwerdt, suspicious of the 
youth's unexpected call, searched 
the boy and found the microphone. 
Surprised by Scharfschwerdt'* 
reaction, police rushed in and 
arrested Scharfschwerdt on charges 
of simple battery, a misdemeanor. 

Park said that the witnesses and 
alleged victims she talked to were 
pleased that Scharfschwerdt would 
give up his badge and get cotmse^ 
inf». 
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GULF STREAM COljjCiL, INC. _ 

2935 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE NORTH • WEST PALM 3 EACH, FLORIDA 33407-4597 
(407) 344-0279 ♦ FAX (407) 844-8573 



Paul Ernst 

Director of Registration Services 

3oy Scours of America 

National Office 

1325 Walnut Hill Lane 

P. 0. Sox 152079 

Irving, TX 75015-2079 



Dear Paul, 

Attached xs an update in a newspaper release, 7ero Beach Press Journal, of 
October 18, 1990 relating to James Scharf schwerdt . I will share mora with 
you as information is ior~h coming. 



Sincerely , 
■/ 

Tom Whi z ~i ng s 1 




Sarxmsi \'ou(h n Patm 3t?uch. Martin, St. Luae. Indian River. Okeechobee. Glades ami Henctn- Counties. \/^ 

UNITED _ . „ . ^ Boy Scouts 

WAY of America 

CONF011638 



Molestation 
Trial Date Set 
For Ex-Cop 

By UNDA WILCOX 
Prw^ounui Staff Writer 

Former Vero Beach poiice offi- 
cer James Scharfschwerdt is 
scheduled to stand trial in Decem- 
ber for a second time on child mo- 
lestation charges. 

Two months after Acting Circuit 
Judge Joe Wild disqualified him- 
self from presiding at the trial. 
Circuit Judge Paul B. Kanarek 
has been assigned to the case. 

The trial is set for 9 ajn. Dec. 3. 

Wild recused himself at the re- 
quest of defense attorney Michael 
Brodsky, who alleged Wild could 
not be impartial because of his re* 
lationship with Assistant State 
Attorney David Morgan* . 

Wild was a prosecutor working 
under Morgan when the 
Scharfschwerdt case broke in late 
1988. Brodsky has accused Morgan 
of coercing and manipulating the 
testimony of alleged victims, but 
no action has been taken on the 
allegations: 

State Attorney Bruce Coiton has 
denied Brodsky's contentions: and 
said Morgan acted % properly 
duringthe investigation- » 

Scharfschwerdt 33, the city's 
former beach patrol officer, was. 
arrested in October 1388 on 
charges of lewd and lascivious 
conduct with five teen-age boys. 

He resigned shortly after the 
arrest and stood trial for the tot 
time in August 1989, with Kana- 
rek presiding. A jury acquitted 
Scharfschwerdt of molesting a 13- 
year-oid boy in 1986. Four other 
trials on eight counts remain. 

Assistant State Attorney Lynn 
Park has said the next trial will be 
based on allegations that 
Scharfschwerdt sexually molested 
another teen-age boy in 1983; 

She could not be reached dor 
comment on the upcoming trial* 
but said after last year's trial that 
the alleged victim of the 1983 case 
is a "very credible young man." 

Vero Beach Police Chief Jim 
Gabbard declined to comment on 
the pending trial. 

At last year's trial, Brodsky sug- 
gested the two alleged victims who 
testified against Scharfschwerdt 
made up their stories because they 
wanted to get him in trouble 

Some jurors agreed that the 
boys could have been trying to get 
revenge against Scharfschwerdt. 




GULF STREAM COlUlCIL, INC. 



2935 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE NORTH • WEST PALM 3EACH. FLORIDA 33407-4597 
(407) 344-0279 • FAX (407) 844-3573 



TO: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATS: 



Paul Ernst 
Tom Whittingslpw 
James H. Scharf schwerdt 
August 29, 1990 



Enclosed is an article on James a, Scharf schwerdt dared August: 23, 1990, 

As you can see, we will not have any information at least until October. 
We will advise you later on the trial progress. 



TW/g/anc. 



CC: Jim Wilson, Regional 
David 3augh 



Serving youth :n Paim 3each. Martin. St. Lucie. Indian River. Okeechobee. Glades and Hendrv Counties. 



Boy Scouts 
of America 

CONF011640 



4A, Thursday, August 23. 1990, Vera Beach. Ra., Press-Journai 



Judge Wild 
Steps Down 
From Trial 

By LINDA WILCOX 
PresWouraai Staff Writer 

Acting Circuit Judge Joe Wild 
disqualified himself Wednesday 
from presiding at the upcoming 
child molestation trial of a former 
police officer amid allegations of 
bias and prejudice. 

Wild granted a motion for dis- 
qualification Sled by Miami de- 
fense attorney Michael Brodsky 
who represents 32-year-old Vero 
Beach resident James H 
Scharfschwerdt. 

Scharfschwerdt worked for the 
vero Seach Police Department as 
beach patrol officer until he re- 
signed after his October 1988 
arrest on charges of lewd and las- 
civious conduct with five teen-aee 
boys. 5 

He was acquitted of four charges 
at a trial in August 1989. A second 
trial has not yet been set but is 
expected to be held in October 
alter the case is reassigned to an- 
other judge. 

Brodsky alleged Wild could not 
be an impartial judge because he 
used to work as a prosecutor under : 
the direction of Assistant State ■ 
Attorney David Morgan, whom 

uiatecT the testimony of alleged^ 
victims. 



Although Wild was never as- 
signed to investigate or prosecute 
the case against Scharfschwerdt, 
the defense attorney said Wild's 
relationship with Morgan was 
enough to cause a "well-grounded 
fear" that Wild couid not be 
impartial. 

Brodsky accused Morgan of co- 
ercing one of the victims into 
making false allegations against 
Scharfschwerdt. 

Brodsky also alleged that 
Morgan "repeatedly" commu- 
nicated with another victim in vio- 
lation of a court order limiting the 
interviews of any victim of sexual 
abuse under 16. 

The defense asked the court last 
year to determine whether Morgan 
should be held in contempt for 
doing so, but Circuit Judge Paul 3. 
Kanarek, who was assigned the 
case at the time, never held a hear- 
ing on the matter. 

State Attorney Bruce. Coiton de- 
fended Morgan's actions.. * V- 

"I am aware of Dave Morgan's 
involvement in the investigation 
and I don't feel he did anything 
improper," Coiton said. "When the 
evidence comes out at triai that 
will be evident." 

Coiton said some of Brodsky's 
allegations are inaccurate and 
others are irrelevant to the case. 

"They're trying to cloud the 
issue," he said. Coiton said the 
issue is whether the victim is tell- 
ing the truth, not alleged prosecu- 
torial misconduct. 

"Many witnesses at times are 
reluctant to tell the truth at first 
for a number of reasons. It takes, 
sometimes, some coaxing or pres- 
sure," Coiton said. 

As to allegations that Morgan vi- 
olated a court order limiting com- 
munications with young victims, 
Coiton said the order only applies 
to compelling them to testify and 
not voluntary discussions. 

Park said the next trial — the 
second of a possible four on eight 
remaining counts — will revolve 
around allegations that Scharfsch- 
werdt sexually molested a teen-age 
boy in 1983. 



Moveaber 20, 1333 



Mr. Thomas J. vJhictlagslow 

Scout Executive 

Gulf Stream Council, Mo. 35 

PERSONAL A2JD CONFIDENTIAL SU3J2CT: JAMS? 51. SCnARFSCnfiZSSr 



Dear r^s; 

Ilianx you for ti:a -ietailac information sent concerning the *bove Scoutar- 
This case baa been revlsvec with our attorney and is nov oa our :enaaenc 
Confidential File. 

Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director „ I T V^- 

iegistratioa Service ^ 



cc: Southeast Region 




BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

National Office 
132S Walnut Hill Lane 
P.O. Sox 132079, Irving, Texas 73015-2079 
214-530-2000 



August 28, 1989 



Mr. Thomas J. Vhittingslow 

Scout Executive 

Gulf Stream Council, No. 85 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: JAMES 3. S CHAW S CHWERDT J 

Dear Tom: 

/ I have everything I now need concerning the above named individual except for 

the outcome of the legal action. I would hope by now that the legal action 
has been completed and that we could have the final outcome and sentencing if 
any ocurred. 

Please send us newspaper clippings or court records which will help to give us 
a solid file for refusal of registration in the future. 

Thanks for your help. 

Sincerely, 




Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 

je 

cc : Southeast Region 
Paul - attached are newspaper articles which you requested. 
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READY FCR FILE 



Mr- raornas J. Vhittin*slov 

Sccuc Executive 

Gulf Streaa Council, Mo. 35 



JULIE SATON 



AUG £; : 



333 



?SRS01iAL A^T) CONFIDENTIAL 



SUBJECT : JAMES 3, SCHiRfSCHSERDT 



Dear Toat: 



I liave everything I aow need concerning the above aaued individual except for 
the outcome of the legal action* I would hope by now chat the legal action 
'".as been completed and tiaat we could have the final outcome and sentencing if 
any ocurred* 

?La«a seed us newspaper clippings or court records -*hich will heiD to zlrrs us 
a solid file ior refusal of registration ia the future. 

Thanhs for your help- 

Sincereiy, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 



cc: Southeast Region 
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February 2*4, 1939 

Mr. llioa&s J. Whictiagslav 

Scout 2:ceeucive 

ZilLz Strcani Council, IIo» 35 

Tea: 



We really appreciate the ioiorr^nion yo»i recent 1*/ sezt coacerttiaag the above 
na^ed individual • The confidential record sheet ^ill enable as Co identify 
this iadividu*il should ae arteaat registration in .3ome other location. I 10^ 
boiieve ve Lave all "He parse aal inform tlon that we need* 

wcl will vane the ouccgco of chs legal action ones it ic completed, Once a 
criai '.las -ahan place, anc she acnuizcai or conviction has occurred, we -^rtld 
*aiuC Co have uhis ouccortn for our iil-as* - Iliis vciid then ccaplato *:hl.r 
situation 00 that -e could ruf::se registration an/ wrere it airjht l ?e attearctsd 
la :i', j fucurc. 

T.mnhs for your help. 

Sincerely, 



Paul insc, Director r- 1 

2.032.3 tr3tioa Service ar-jV^ IV 

e*a - c j u- ' 

cc: Southeast legion 
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From the desk of 
NORMA OSTERWALD 
Office Manager 



February 1 , 1989 



Paul £rnst 

Registration Service 
Dear Paul : 

Attached is the information I received from the 
Capt^ in Vero Beach Police Dept. He also sent 
the clipping which t am forwarding on to you. 
^Thi $ way you_ have_ a fairly good picture of Mr, 



Hope this helps, however it is all I could come 
up with. 

Sincerely, 
Norma Osterwaid 
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Ex-otficei 



, r aslis radge 
to reduce his bond 



By PHIL LONG 

scfawerdt has «fe^f , 5 s Scia ^- 
*■«. court QfSdaJsSX 

The offiSrSd bS.'S last 
^lari^werdt-is charged with 

, .The oincer is scheduled to be ar 
geace wui probacy be held tie 



* *n. Gabb^SeTESv 
to comment on the letter; 7 

onginajiresfoSSr^ 
arrested twice sS^- 1 * ^ ^ 

<^7.destro7e4-T^?^ ^an- 
of^wS^S°Sciiard 
accusations while ,^ ed ^ 
cared evidence k ^^™2? afec - 

tie^fe^^^I^Nice 
^"•fWMic agamst me by manmuiar- 




James ScharfscJiwenifc 
Accused in sex-aiwie j&e. , 

wrote. v"-'^-^"?4;W?s: 
"T thank GMtiwa^^ 

committing ^Wfae2322S£ 



which r am now c 

acnarfschwerdt said that n*»r^ 
ess ot his «n*«tt3S£aft 
acquitted, "I could newer SK! , 
>*our department SecSS^? 
reparable harm t5E22££ 
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January 16 , 1933 



Mr* J, Ben Edwards 

Scout Zxecutiv« 

Ouix Stream Council, Mo. 85 

Dear 2en: 

Wa appreciate tn* raatarial you aen-: Lt early OefcoLer, conctiminw thl.s 
individual* I do need the Confidential Record Sheet, 30 that: <*e nay identify 
nr. Scharlfschwerd* should he attanpt ra-jistrntion in sorts other location. 

? lease coop let: a the enclosed Confidential- Record Ufaeet vith as ouch 
i^rorrracior. aj ;Ou have avail able. A par-e-r with h.ln 'signature voul 1 ai^o ai J 
in this process* 

'i — neac the outcome th*i legal acti.- v.cv it Is cc.^lot^d- rf any 
further act-on uui tajcen i>lace or it~ any r.avspa^r clippings havo app^artrd, ve* 
vaul.i lilc** co.:i&s or tr.ese* 

Please send us * copy of r.r.e letter vhich vaj :jiven to Mr. Scharf schwerdt r s 
su&panding his registration. Thanks for your help in this matter. 

Sincerely, 



Paul Srnst, Director 
^egistcratioQ Service 

Sncloaura 

cc: Soutnea-it Region 
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October 27, 1988 



Mr. J. Sen Rewards 

Scout Executive 

Gal 5 Stream Council, Mo. 35 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: Came* Howard Scharf scnwenl 

Dear Sen; 

Thanks for tne newspaper articles concerning tne abo*-e names individual. 
l"hese are most helpful, as a rile is initiates for refusal of future 
registration attemots. 

I am enclosing a Confidential Record Sheet which we would like to nave 
completed, with as much information as is available, k paper wit* 6 : his 
signature would, also, oe nelprul to the identification process. 

~"r,e outcome of the legal action and any sentencing wnicn takes place would 
consulate our nle. Please send this at it :s available. 

"nar.--. : again for orotectinq tne youth of America. 

Sine a re hj , 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 

ag 

READY TO FJlZ 

Enclosure 

-<X~ 2 8 1383 

cc: Southeast Region ^ 

ERIH O'RILSY 




2935 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE NORTH • WEST PALM 3 EACH. FLORIDA 334G7--597 

(^07) 344-0279 



GULF STREAM COUNCI L 
3SA - FLORIDA 



October 21, 1988 



Mr. Paul Ernst 
Registration Service 
3oy Scouts of America 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
?« . Box 152079 
Irving , T exas 75015 

Dear Paul : 

Enclosed are two newspaper articles concerning James Howard 
Scharf schwerdt , Explorer Post jOQ , 7ero 3each. We have removed 
him from our computer file as Explorer Advisor and will followup 
with the letter outlined as Appendix C in the publication 
"Child Sexual Abuse - How To Deal With It" No. ~ 3^-199- 



Sincerely 



3en Edwards 
Scout Executive 

cc : Harold C . Eieszei - Risk Management 
Bob Somers - Area Director 
Don Sasser - Council Attorney 
Do us Johansen - Council President 



-** w w ^ O 




Sen:uu> \nmh in Paim Seacn. Martin. Sc. Lucie. Indian River. Okeevhtwee. Glades ^na He*tan 



L>nuun>s. 
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Friday, October 21, 1988, Vero Beach, Fla., Pn»Journa* 3A 



Vero Beach 



Wake Of Officer's Arrest 



5 olice Plan To Interview 
Explorer Post Teen-Agers 



By JAMES KIKLEY 
i Press-Journal Staff Writer 

*ero -cachi police investigating child molest- 
charges against a member of their own 
<3 said Thursday they will speak to teens in 
ice Explorer's Post 500 where Patrolman 
ies Howard Scharfschwerdt was an adviser. 
Vv'e're interviewing present and past police 
borers," Police Chief James Gabbard said, 
-'re also going to interview the explorers 
n :he sheriffs office, from when Jim 
;arfschwerdt was there." 
cnarfscfawas!^31^^ Tuesday-?, 
h fou%^un£s/of TewcT of laiSvious acts upon ? 
hiid under lSIThe accused officer first met ' 
soy through the Vero Beach Police Explor- 
unit, and allegedly engaged in the sex acts 
ween February 198S and January 1987. 
he victim's identity is being kept secret, and 
estigators have refused to discuss how the 
e was brought to their attention, 
cnarrschwerdt, whose most recent assign- 
ee was on the city's new motorized beach 
roi. nas been suspended pending resolution 
:he case. Repeated attempts to reach him 
e oeen unsuccessful. 

!e joined the Vero Beach force Feb. I2/L985, 
•ing the tenure of Police Chief Sam- McCail. 
e month earlier, Sheriff Tim Dobeck had no- 
se Sharfschwerdt he would not be reap- 
rued as a deputy. 

charrschwerdt worked with the sheriffs ex- 

rer post while a deputy. 

au- r , local and regional Scout leaders 

i :; ill try to continue Post 500. 

[f :he Police Department wants to continue 

we will continue it/* Ben. Edwards, Scout 

^urive for the seven-county Gulfstream 

jr.cii said. "The charges are against the offi- 

. not against the post itself.'* 



The Boy Scouts of America charter Explorer 
posts, Edwards explained,, while Gulfstream 
Council serves- as administrator of the pro- 
grams. There are 15 police explorer posts in the 
Gulfstream Council/ 



Investigators say they plan to 
interview teens in both the Vero 
Beach police and Indian River 
County Sheriff's Explorer pro- 
grams, 

"To the best of my knowledge, this is the first 
time that any allegations of child sexual abuse 
have been alleged in any of those posts," he 
added. 

"Mr. Scharfschwerdt is no longer the leader, 
and he has been removed from the rolls of the 
Boy Scouts of America*." Edwards said. 

He noted a new, more detailed background 
investigation for ail potential Scout advisers 
was initiated Sept. 1. 

David Baugh, district Scout executive for 
Indian River County, said he and Gabbard have 
scheduled a meeting to discuss the status of 
Post 500: 

"(Vero Beach police) ,are responsible* for 
maintaining and approving of the leadership/* 
Baugh said. 

"Obviously, there are changes that need to be 
done/* he added. "One of the things that Boy 
Scouts are concerned about is the safety of the 
kids/* 

"We're going to continue (the Explorer post) 
as if nothing happened/* Vero 3each Lt. Terry 



Williamson said. "Of course,, there will be a d : 
ferentface in there/* 

There are between eight and L0 teens in Pc 
500, Williamson said. Remaining advisers 
the post include ID Technician Leslie Justic 
Detective Dan Brumiey, and Cpl. Dav 
Winslow. 

Post activities include working alongside of 
cers in traffic and crowd control, learai: 
police procedures, and how to properly we. 
uniforms. 

Scharfschwerdt worked as a part-time secur 
ty officer evenings at Thompson Elementa. 
School but never had any contact with childr^ 
there, according to the principal. 

Scharfschwerdt lived on the school" groun< 
in his own trailer and pafcroled the grounc 
Principal Dale Klaus said. 

Scharfschwerdt was tired from his secun 
job at the school and removed his trailer frc 
the school grounds as soon as the informatn 
on his arrest was released Tuesday, Klaus saic 

"The School 3oard made the decision that , 
was to be evicted immediately/* Klaus sai 
"As soon as we heard, we- moved on it*'* 

Klaus emphasized that Scharfschwerdt nev 
had any contact with the school's children. 

"He was never around here during the da\ 
Klaus said. 

Scharfschwerdt/ s work was limited, ta. t: 
evenings, when he walked the schoot groun< 
and checked doors and windows, Klaus saicC 

A new person will be hired for the secur: 
position and even if Scharfschwerdt 
acquitted of the charges, he would not be 
hired for the job. 

"Just because of the nature of the accu- 
tions/* Klaus said. 
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Cop Charged V^ith Molesting 



By JAMES KIRLEY 
Press-Jountai Staff Writer 
A Vero Beach patrolman and adviser for 
the department's Police Explorer youth 
program who was instrumental in the 
arrests of child molester Gary Martin and 
accused pedophile William Echois has been 
arrested and charged with molesting a boy. 

James Howard Scharfschwej^t^3l;" r was4 t 
ciiarge^^esrfa^ev^^ felony^ ' 




Repeated attempts to contact Schartsch- 
werdt Wednesday were unsuccessful. 

"We. are continuing the investigation," 
Gabbard said. "We are interviewing a 
number of other people, both juveniles and 
adults/* * 

Scharfschwerdt has been suspended with 
pay until further notice, Gabbard said. 

Asked if there may be other victims 
involved, Gabbard replied. **We are certainly 



conn^su p£c6mmxt^j^^ Scharfschwerdt not ru ^' in ^ out tiiat possibility at t^s time." 



act upon a^hilcf' under' 1<T yeaifsi'^IT- inci- 
dents involved the same victim, who is now 16, 
according to Police Chief James Gabbard. 

Scharfschwerdt wis arrested on the counts at his 
home at 7:16 p.m. He was released on 510,000 bond 
later that evening. 



The alleged acts took place between Feb- 
ruary 1985 and January 1987. according to the arrest 
affidavit. 

. It claims the victim first met Scharfschwerdt as a 
member of the Vero Beach Police Department's Ex- 
plorer program. 

See Molesting, Next Page 
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